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Registration Information


Along with this newsletter you will find the 2002 Registration form.  The form can also be downloaded from our web page at � HYPERLINK "http://www.villageotters.com" ��www.villageotters.com�. 





Regular registration will take place the weekend of April 6th and 7th at the elm grove and hunters ridge pools.  The fees are as stated on the Form.  Please note that there is a $5.00 deduction for early registration.  Send the early registration forms to: PO Box 5736, Kingwood, Texas 77325.














Practice Schedule


The After School practice schedule will be in effect from April 29th until May 24th when school lets out for the summer. 





The After School schedule follows:


At Elm Grove Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
6 & Under Group 1�
4:30 - 5:00 pm�
�
6 & Under Group 2�
5:00 – 5:30 pm�
�
9 and 10�
5:30 – 6:30 pm�
�



At Hunters Ridge Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
7 and 8�
4:15 – 5:00 pm�
�
11 and 12�
5:00 – 5:45 pm �
�
13 and Up�
5:45 – 6:30 pm�
�



The Summer practice schedule will be in effect from May 27th till the end of the swim season. 





The Summer schedule follows:


At Elm Grove Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
6 & Under Group 1�
7:30 - 8:15 am�
�
6 & Under Group 2�
8:15 – 9:00 am�
�
9 and 10�
9:00 – 10:00 am�
�



At Hunters Ridge Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
7 and 8�
7:30 – 8:30 am�
�
11 and 12�
8:30 – 9:30 am�
�
13 and Up�
9:30 – 10:30 am�
�












2002 Swim Meet Schedule 


May 11�
Time Trials�
�
May 18�
At Sand Creek �
�
May 25�
Greentree �
�
June 1�
Woodlands �
�
June 8�
At Bear Branch �
�
June 15�
KP/FM�
�
June 22�
Divisional Meet �
�
June 29 – 30�
All Stars�
�
June 29 – 30�
Ponderosa�
�
Note:  Home Meets will be at Elm Grove Pool





Welcome Otters!


Hello everyone!  Welcome to the First OtterGram for the 2002 summer swimming season.  This Otter Gram will be published weekly during the season to keep everyone informed as to what is happening with the swim team.  If you have any questions or would like to see something published in this newsletter, please call 281-319-1300 “The Otter Hotline” and leave a message or catch me at the pool.


Thanks and good luck on another successful season!





Gary Estopinal











Swim Suit 





This year we will have a new team swimsuit.  The style is called “Natrix” by Nike.  Swim Shops of the southwest is scheduled to sell swimsuits as noted below.  They will also have goggles, caps, practice swimsuits and other swimming supplies.  Girl swimsuits will likely be in the $40 price range and the boys should be in the $20-25 range.  Boys will be able to choose between racer and jammer style swimsuits.  See the web page for pictures of the swimsuit.  The swimsuit is not a requirement for swim team participation.





Tuesday April 30th. 


At Elm Grove pool during all practices.





Thursday, May 2nd. 


At Hunters Ridge pool during all practices.











Rookie Camp – April 22nd – 26th





Rookie camp is a chance for new swimmers to learn the basics of the various swim strokes and for other swimmers to sharpen their skills.  Older swimmers can work on their strokes and flip turns.





The schedule will be as follows for rookie camp:


At Elm Grove Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
6 & Under last name A-L�
4:30 - 5:00�
�
6 & Under last name M-Z�
5:00 – 5:30�
�
9 and 10�
5:30 – 6:30�
�



At Hunters Ridge Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
7 and 8�
5:30 - 6:30�
�
11 and up�
6:30 – 7:30�
�









Parent Orientation





There will be a Parent Orientation meeting to discuss the swim team organization and to answer any questions that you may have about the swim team.  The meeting will take place as follows:





Date:  April 15th


Time:  7:00 pm


Location:  Elm Grove Elementary Cafeteria 








Juvenile Diabetes Swim-A-Thon





During the Swim season we will hold, as our only official fundraiser for the season, the Juvenile Diabetes Swim-A-Thon.





Hip Hip Hooray, no candy sales!!





The swimmers get to swim laps to raise money for this worthy cause.  Not only do the kids get to practice their swim strokes but they can also win fabulous prizes in the process.  More information on this fundraising event will follow.





Meet Our Coaches





We are glad to welcome back four of our coaches from last years swim season.  The four coaches and a brief introduction are: 


Mark Babich swam summer league for 10 years in Pittsburgh, PA.  He is currently a Teacher at Atascocita Middle school where he has taught for 18 years.  His daughters, Sarah and Hannah swim for the otters.  This is their fourth year with the Otters.


Rachele Beaman is a familiar face to the Otters.  She swam summer league with the Village Otters since she was 6 years old.  She was on the Kingwood Varsity swim team for 4 years.  She has taught swim lessons for 5 years and has been a lifeguard for the past 3 years.  She swam BTA for 8 years and with New Caney Swim Club for 1 year.


 Sean McConathy swam with the Otters the a couple of seasons ago.  He currently swims for the University of Louisiana at Monroe.  He started swimming when he joined New Caney High school at age 15.  He is a New Caney High 4 year letterman and holds 3 New Caney High School records.  He was with BTA for 1 year and the New Caney Swim Club for 3 years.


Jennifer Safarik swam summer league with Forest Cove swim team for 10 years.  She Coached New Caney Swim Club for one year prior to joining the Otters.  She swam with New Caney High School Varsity for 4 years and she has taught swim lessons for the past 5 years. 
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