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Please check out the new practice times on the back!


 This Otter Gram will be published weekly during the 


season to keep everyone informed as to what is happening with the swim team.   Also, check out our web page at � HYPERLINK "http://www.Villageotters.com" ��www.Villageotters.com� .








VOLUNTEER NEWS





We need an ANNOUNCER!


(Or two or three)


This job requires a person who can speak clearly over the PA system during the meet to call swimmers to their events and make announcements.  An Easy job – where the action is!  





Call Lara Leigh Bergoon at 281-359-4410 if your interested.





Also, we are looking for a secretary to fill a board position starting June 1 of this current season.  The secretary is responsible for taking the minutes at our weekly board meetings and emailing them to out to the board, etc….  If you are interested in this position please call Lara Leigh Bergoon at 281-359-4410 or Shannon Cull at 281-360-2136.  This commitment will serve as your volunteer obligation for the season.





Practice Schedule


TIME CHANGE FOR ELM GROVE SWIMMERS





The After School practice schedule will be in effect from April 28th until May 29th .   All Friday practices starting on May 9th will be at Elm Grove Pool.





NO PRACTICE MEMORIAL DAY OR THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL.





The After School schedule follows:





At Elm Grove Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
11 & 12 �
4:45 - 5:45 pm�
�
13 & Up�
5:45 – 6:45 pm�
�



At Hunters Ridge Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
6 & Under�
4:30 – 5:15 pm�
�
7  and 8�
5:15 – 6:00 pm �
�
9 and 10�
6:00 – 6:45 pm�
�



The Summer practice schedule will be in effect from June 2nd– June 20th  . 





The Summer schedule follows:


At Hunters Ridge Pool 


 Age Group�
Time�
�
   6  and Under �
7:30 - 8:15 am�
�
  7 and 8�
8:15 – 9:00 am�
�
  9 and 10�
9:00 – 10:00 am�
�



At Elm Grove Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
11 and 12�
8:30 – 9:30 am�
�
 13 and Up�
9:30 – 10:30 am�
�












Coaches Corner








     I would like to "officially" welcome back all of our former Otters who I saw at practice last week.  It was good to see so many familiar faces again around the pool.  We are now up to 190 swimmers and many of them are new to our team.  Let's all welcome them to our Otter family and make them feel at home.  We had a great turnout for our "Blast-Off" party on Friday.  It was great fun and a wonderful way to start the year.  Thanks to those of you who set it all up and thanks to those of you who came and joined us.  This week of practice is leading up to our


Time Trials on Saturday so we need to get serious about our strokes and form.  There is no time for fooling around at practice.  We want you to have fun but more importantly, we want you to improve your swimming.  There are some rules that we follow at practice.  They are as follows:





1.    When a coach blows a whistle everyone MUST stop talking and LOOK at that coach.





2.    There is to be NO horseplay of any kind anywhere in the pool area during practice.  This includes hitting others with the kickboards, pushing others into the pool, splashing others in the face, etc.





There is NEVER to be any running of any kind in or around the pool area.  This is dangerous.





There is to be NO spitting anywhere in or around the pool area.





5.    There is to be no teasing, taunting, laughing, at or making fun of any other swimmer during practice.  We all need to support each other where ever we are in our swimming ability!





     Failure to abide by any of these rules will result in a warning,


then a time-out and then expulsion for the remainder of the practice.  Your parents will be notified if a problem persists.  We hope that it doesn't get to that point with any swimmer.  We really want this to be fun but we need your help and cooperation! See you all at Time Trials.  Please make every effort to be there as it is the time that establishes your heat in future meets.





                                                                 Coach Mark
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Important dates:


                		THIS WEEK


Swim Suit Sales—May 5th at Hunters Ridge Pool and May 7th at Elm Grove Pool during all practices





Pep Rally & Poster Contest - Friday, May 23rd and Friday June 13th @ 7:00 pm – Elm Grove Pool





Team  & Individual Picture day – Wade Photography, Wednesday, June 4th 





Team Trip to Splash town – Wednesday, June 4th after pictures





Juvenile Diabetes Swim-A-Thon – Wednesday, June 11th  





End of Season Banquet – June 26 –Please make sure that all blue volunteer cards are signed and turned in the night of the banquet in order to get your $75 volunteer check back





Time Trials- THIS SATURDAY





ELM GROVE POOL @ 7 AM


Warm-ups are 7:00 am for all swimmers. The purpose of time trials is to establish a seed time for swimmers in all events. The first thing that needs to be done that day upon arrival at the pool is that ALL SWIMMERS MUST CHECK IN.  There will be a table with a list of all of the swimmers.  Please circle your name to indicate that you are at the meet.  After you check in, each age group and will have a Team Parent assigned and they will meet at various spots on the lawn around the pool.  Find your Childs age group and meet to get their heat assignments.  It is not the responsibility of the team parent to keep up with your child during the meet—their responsibility is getting them to the ready bench at the appropriate time. Do not forget to bring snacks and water, chairs, sunscreen, towels, and games to occupy your swimmer between events. Don’t forget your volunteer jobs-we need as many parents as possible to run this meet—it takes over 100 parents to run every meet.























CHECK IN / CHECK OUT AT SWIM PRACTICE





This is FYI for all parents regarding the check-in / check out procedures at all swim practices.





Do not drop your child off for swim practice more than10 minutes prior to their scheduled practice time.


Each child should check in with the desk parent at the beginning of practice and then SIT ON THEIR TOWEL until their practice is called.


Children in the 6 and under and 7-8 age groups must be picked up at the gate at the end of practice.  They will not be released unless a parent is at the gate to pick them up.  9-10, 11-12 and 13 and up may leave on their own.
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