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May 21, 2003








                                                                                                                                   

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE….


� HYPERLINK http://WWW.VILLAGEOTTERS.COM ��WWW.VILLAGEOTTERS.COM�


WE STORE A LOT OF USEFUL INFORMATION HERE FOR ALL THE 


OTTERS AND THEIR PARENTS.


YOU CAN LOOK UP THE TIMES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETS IF YOU LIKE.





Juvenile Diabetes Swim-A-Thon—next Wednesday-June 11th-Get your pledges now!





Don’t forget to pick up your pledge sheet from Cathy Parva at the swim shop at the home meet this Saturday on 5/24 or at practice from the desk parent so that you can start getting your sponsors for this worthwhile cause—we need everyone to participate.  Anyone can sponsor you for a flat donation or for a certain amount per every swim lap. 





Great Prizes and Lots of Fun will follow!  So start getting sponsors today and don’t forget to bring your pledge card and yourself to the pool at your regularly scheduled practice time on the morning of Wednesday, June 11th!





Not only will the top swimmers to collect the most money get great prizes from JDRF, we will give the top 3 swimmers that collect the most $$-a special trophy for all their hard work. Anyone can win prizes for donations of $25 or more.





Any parents who can help this morning—please call Cathy Parva at 281-312-5614-it will count towards your required volunteer time.  





Practice Schedule—(all times are still the same until school is out-


Friday practices will be at Elm Grove Pool)





No practice on May 26th-Memorial Day  or May 30th—last day of school!  That’s next week. 








COACHES CORNER


 


     Greetings Otters and congratulations on a wonderful meet on Saturday against the Mills Branch Marlins.  Even though we barely lost (318 to 303) I can't remember a more exciting and fun meet in my three years as an Otter coach.  It was great seeing so many of you swimming in final heats and placing and scoring points for our team.  We even won the coach’s relay!  Thanks to all of you who stayed and watched us represent the Otters as you all do.  Speaking of "representing" the Otters,  I need to remind everyone about some issues that deal with good sportsmanship.  Please remember that when we swim an away meet that we are guests at another team's pool.  We represent everyone that lives in the villages that make up our team.  It is VERY important that we leave people with a GOOD impression of the Village Otter swim team.  Please do not write any rude or vulgar comments on yourselves about the opposing team.  If you are in doubt about the appropriateness of something then ask your team parent or a coach.  Also, just because we pop beach balls during our cheers in the beginning of the meet DOES NOT mean that you can be destructive toward any opponent’s posters or banners.  If members of an opposing team are giving you a hard time in some way, tell a team parent, your parent or another adult and we will see if we can solve the problem.  The same holds true when we are the home team.  We want to be good hosts so let's show them only our best.


     Just a few other reminders about meets.  DON'T FORGET TO CIRCLE IN when you first arrive at the pool.  If your name is not circled on the master list then we think that you are not there and we will scratch you from your events and more importantly any relays that you are in.  A relay victory means seven points for our team and zero points for the second place finisher.  It is extremely important that we have our best swimmers in our relay races.  Many close meets are won or lost on the relay results.  We could have won our last meet with a couple of more relays victories.


     And finally, we really need to cut down on the lack of seriousness at practices.  Remember that when you hear a whistle and a coach is talking to you it is your job to be quiet and listen.  Failure to do so will result in Time Outs during a practice or expulsion from practice.  We don't want to have to do this.  We all just want everyone to improve their stokes and times and do their best at every meet.  And, most importantly, we want you all to have fun swimming on a team!


     Don't forget our Pep rally and Poster Contest this Friday at Elm Grove pool in preparation for our meet against the Atascocita Forest Dolphins on Saturday.                                                                              Coach Mark





ON SATURDAY AT THE MEET-WE NEED ALL TEAM PARENTS FROM EVERY AGE GROUP TO COME TO THE READY BENCH AT 7:50 AM FOR A SHORT MEETING-PLEASE.  ALSO IF KIDS ARE MISSING FROM RELAYS ASK COACHES ABOUT WHOM SHOULD REPLACE THEM. PLEASE DO NOT REPLACE MISSING SWIMMERS YOURSELF. 





TEAM SWIM SUITS





If you still need a team swim suit you can contact Liz with Swimshops of the Southwest 


5010-M Louetta


Spring, Texas 77379


281-376-4460 or � HYPERLINK http://www.swimshops.com ��www.swimshops.com�





If they ask,  we are in Division 4 and we have the navy and gold Nike Natrix Suit.





Photo Day/Splashtown Day—Wednesday, June 4th





PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS


For Photos—all swimmers come to the Hunters Ridge Pool at 8 am dressed in your team suit. Parents please bring the checkbook because now will be your chance to order the swim photo packages –we will begin with individual photos then proceed to a group picture of the entire team and coaches.  Wade’s Photography will probably give us a price list ahead of time and we will pass on to you as soon as we get it.





For Splashtown Tickets-


The prices are $23.00 for entry into the park -which includes lunch and unlimited beverages 11-5 & popcorn 12-5 


Season Pass holders—can buy a $12.00 food pass


Parking tickets $3.00 in advance from us--$6.00 at the gate


Lunch is Hamburger & Hot dogs & beans & chips- 12 to 1 





Sandra Lenihan will be selling these tickets which must be purchased in advance to get the group discounted rates:


Please see her at the 11-12 girls area at the next 2 meets to purchase your tickets or the morning of June 4th.




















Home Meet - Saturday, May 24th starting at 7:00 am against the Atascocita Forest Dolphins





The first thing that needs to be done that day is that ALL SWIMMERS MUST CHECK IN.  There will be a table with a list of all of the swimmers, near our set-up area inside of the pool area.  Please circle your name to indicate that you are at the meet.  After you check in, each age group and will have a Team Parent assigned and they will meet at various spots on the lawn around the pool.  Find your child’s age group and meet to get their heat assignments.  Parents can not sign swimmer in. All swimmers must do this themselves.  





Check-in @ 7 am and warm-ups to follow 


HOME MEETS ARE AT ELM GROVE


Parking is at Elm Grove Elementary. 





WORKOUT GLOSSARY


Translating the Coach's Lingo





CIRCLE SWIMMING: an oval-shaped path followed in a lane that will accommodate multiple swimmers.  Circle swimming implies swimming to the right side of the lane at all times or in a counter-clockwise direction.








PEP RALLY AND POSTER CONTEST THIS FRIDAY,  ELM GROVE POOL @ 7 PM





Bring your favorite poster to be hung at the meet on Saturday.  Otters vs. Dolphins.  They will be judged and prizes will be given.  It is loads of fun…hope to see you there!





PARENTS & SWIMMERS—IF YOU NEED TO SIGN OUT OF A UPCOMING MEET OR SIGN UP FOR A PARTICULAR STOKE YOU NEED TO PUT THIS IN THE COACHES BOOK AT EACH POOL AT MONDAY PRACTICE OR WEEK PRIOR.  THE LINE UP IS DONE MONDAY NIGHT AND CANNOT BE CHANGED AFTER THAT.  PLEASE REMEMBER THAT STROKE SIGN UP IS AT THE COACHES DISCRETION.  








STROKE CLINICS





For anyone interested in stroke/dive clinics, coaches Rachele and Jennifer will be offering them for a nominal fee.  Rachele can be reached at (281) 360-9536 and Jennifer can be reached at (281) 435-2633.








OTHER HELPFUL INFO- YOU NEED KNOW





PLEASE PUT YOUR NAME ON EVERYTHING THAT YOU BRING TO PRACTICE AND TO THE MEETS—BE CAREFUL WITH YOUR BELONGINGS AT ALL TIMES DURING THE MEETS—THINGS CAN BE STOLEN -SO PLEASE BE AWARE OF THIS.


TIME TRIAL TIMES ARE NOT OFFICIAL TIMES FOR THE INVITATIONAL MEETS—IF YOU MADE A QUALIFYING TIME AT TIME TRIALS FOR ALL-STARS OR PONDEROSA PLEASE REPEAT THIS AT A DUAL MEET TO MAKE IT AN OFFICIAL TIME


OTTER PARENTS IF YOU HAVE BEEN AROUND A FEW YEARS AND KNOW HOW THINGS GO WITH OUR SWIM TEAM PLEASE HELP OUT THE NEW PARENTS WHO LOOK LIKE THEY NEED HELP. WE HAVE LOTS OF NEW PARENTS AND WE WANT THEM TO KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON—THANKS FOR YOUR HELP.


SEVERAL PARENTS WERE CONCERNED WITH THE ELM GROVE POOL NOT BEING CLEAN—IT IS CLEAN. DUE TO THE IRON CONTENT IN THE WATER THE PLASTER IS DISCOLORED.  HOPEFULLY ALL OF THIS WILL BE RESOLVED WHEN THE POOL IS RENOVATED LATER THIS YEAR.  PLEASE DO NOT ADDRESS ANYONE WITH DS POOL SERVICES REGARDING THIS ISSUE—PLEASE CONTACT AN OTTER BOARD MEMBER AND LET US HANDLE YOUR CONCERN.


LOST & FOUND—BE SURE AND CHECK BOXES AT BOTH POOLS IF YOU HAVE LEFT SOMETHING BEHIND—WE HAVE 2 BOXES OF ITEMS ALREADY ACCUMULATED.
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