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May 28, 2003





                                                                                                                                   

Away Meet - Saturday, May 31st against the Forest Cove Frogs @7:15 am





The first thing that needs to be done that day is that ALL SWIMMERS MUST CHECK IN.  There will be a table with a list of all of the swimmers near our team area on the right hand side of the pool.  Please circle your name to indicate that you are at the meet.  


Check-in @ 7:15  am and warm-ups promptly at 7:30 





Otter team area will be inside the pool area along the fence line to the far right.  Please bring shading if you have it—there is not much available at this pool.





Directions: (2 ways to get there)


First way:


From North Park-


Go to Woodland Hills Dr.-turn left (pass KW Dr)


Turn right onto Crystal Springs (next to     Kingwood United Methodist Church) 


Go to Stop Sign-turn left on Trailwood Village Dr 


Go to Walnut-turn right


Turn Left onto Forest Cove Drive-pass Hamblen


Turn Right onto Marina Drive—pool is on right hand side past community center





Second Way:


Take NorthPark to Loop 494—go left onto 494


Take 494 to very end-pass Lowe’s and McCellan


Road till it curves left—cross over to Hamblen Road- go 3 or 4 miles—turn right onto Forest Cove Dr- take right onto Marina Drive-pool is on right


Parking


Parking is past the pool in a field south of the pool.  Please do not park where cones are or at community center before pool and not at the apartments across from pool.








Summer Champs-


$$ & entires due this Saturday





Attached you will find a sheet of Qualifying times for this year’s Summer Champs hosted by Blue Tide Aquatics.  Your swimmer can participate if they have acquired at least the posted time for their age group and stroke or a faster time. 


The dates are Monday and Tuesday night –June 9th and 10th @ 6 pm.  Warm-ups are earlier.


Place:  Kingwood  or Humble High School Natatorium. To be announced this week.


If your swimmer has a qualifying time in any of the individual events the cost will be $3.50 each.  Relays are at no charge.  Medals will be awarded for 1st through 8th place overall in each age group. Trophies will be awarded for individual high point and top 3 teams.  Please circle the events your swimmer has qualified for and turn in to


Lara Leigh Bergoon before but no later than 1 pm at the May 31st meet. She will have a table set up in the Otter Team Area—Time Trial Times will count for this meet only.  Please make checks payable to the Village Otter Swim Team and circle the stroke and age and turn in on Saturday at Forest Cove. Thanks. This is a great meet, hope you can make it.


DEADLINE: SATURDAY, MAY 31





Don’t forget—to also pay for Splashtown by this Saturday if possible we are running out of time. Please see Sandra Lenihan, more details are on the back.  Please come and get your picture made even if you are not able to go to Splashtown.  We do individual photos first then a team one.





See Coaches Corner on back   AND


Summer Practice Schedule.





Summer Practice Schedule—(all Friday practices will be at Elm Grove)





The Summer practice schedule will be in effect from June 2nd – June 20th. 





The Summer schedule follows:





At Hunters Ridge Pool 


 Age Group�
Time�
�
   6  and Under �
7:30 - 8:15 am�
�
  7 and 8�
8:15 – 9:00 am�
�
  9 and 10�
9:00 – 10:00 am�
�



At Elm Grove Pool


 Age Group�
Time�
�
11 and 12�
8:30 – 9:30 am�
�
 13 and Up�
9:30 – 10:30 am�
�






No practice on May 30th-last day of school and Invitational Qualifiers will have combined practices the week of June 23-27.





COACH'S CORNER


 


 


     Although our dream of an undefeated Coaches Relay has fallen by the wayside, the good news is that we won our first meet in a very long time.  The score was Otters 406 and the Atascocita Forest Dolphins 213.  What a decisive victory for our swim team!  Congratulations to all of you who swam well in your heats and to the many of you who improved your times.  I also saw an improvement in sportsmanlike behavior and I want to thank you all for that.  The posters looked great, the cheering was loud and the meet was great fun.  I expect the same next Saturday when we are the guests of the Forest Cove Fighting Frogs.  Remember that we always want to leave people with a good impression of all of the Village Otter swimmers.


     I want to address something in this week's Ottergram that I think is becoming a problem.  Although we have a book at each pool in which you can make a request concerning what stroke you would like to swim in a meet, the decision remains up to the coaches.  The last couple of years when we swam in Division One we became vastly overmatched by other teams and lost several meets by very large margins.  In order to make the experience more fun for our swimmers we allowed them to swim whatever they wanted to swim.  We weren't winning any meets so it really didn't matter much.  However, now that we are in a different division, we are much more evenly matched with the other teams and the meets are much closer.  We want to put our best swimmers in each event to give the Otters the best chance of winning the meet.  This may involve some swimming strategy that many of you are not aware of.  So when you make a request concerning a stroke it may or may not be honored depending on where the coaches think that you can help the team the most.  Just keep in mind that although swimming is an individual competition in which a swimmer continually tries to reduce their time, we are still a TEAM that is trying to defeat another team on any given Saturday.  Everyone's understanding of this concept is greatly appreciated.


     With that said, our next meet is against the Forest Cove Fighting Frogs who are coached by a former Otter coach.  We sure would like to show them how great the Otters are doing these days.  We only have practice three days this week.  There will be no practice on Friday because it is the last day of school so that means no Friday practice at Elm Grove pool this week.  Let's show the Frogs that Otters are better swimmers !


                                                                                        Coach Mark








Juvenile Diabetes Swim-A-Thon— Wednesday-June 11th-Work on getting your pledges now!  Fun & Prizes!





  





Photo Day/Splashtown Day—Wednesday, June 4th





PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS


For Photos—all swimmers come to the Hunters Ridge Pool at 8 am dressed in your team suit. Parents please bring the checkbook because now will be your chance to order the swim photo packages –we will begin with individual photos then proceed to a group picture of the entire team and coaches.  Wade’s Photography will probably give us a price list ahead of time and we will pass on to you as soon as we get it.





For Splashtown Tickets-


The prices are $23.00 for entry into the park -which includes lunch and unlimited beverages 11-5 & popcorn 12-5 


Season Pass holders—can buy a $12.00 food pass


Parking tickets $3.00 in advance from us--$6.00 at the gate


Lunch is Hamburger & Hot dogs & beans & chips- 12 to 1 





Sandra Lenihan will be selling these tickets which must be purchased in advance to get the group discounted rates:


Please see her at the 11-12 girls area at this meet at Forest Cove to purchase your tickets or the morning of June 4th.




















VOLUNTEER NEWS


PLEASE DON’T FORGET THAT WE WILL NEED HELP AT THE AWAY MEETS AS WELL-TIMERS AND SCRIBES AND READY BENCH.  IT WILL COUNT TOWARDS YOUR VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT. ALSO WE HAVE ONE MORE HOME MEET ON JUNE 14TH AND THE JDRF SWIM A-LONG ON JUNE 11TH AND BANQUET ON JUNE 26TH- THAT YOU COULD ALSO VOLUNTEER FOR. PLEASE CONTACT LARA LEIGH BERGOON.








Otter Gram  1

