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June 18, 2003








Divisionals - Saturday, June 21 @ Forest Cove





The first thing that needs to be done that day is that ALL SWIMMERS MUST CHECK IN. 


Check-in @ 7 am SHARP and warm-ups to follow from 7:30 to 8:00 am in lanes 3 & 4. 





We will have assigned team areas outside the fence-please look for our Otter team area. Please do not be late!  





Directions: (2 ways to get there)


First way:


From North Park-


Go to Woodland Hills Dr.-turn left (pass KW Dr)


Turn right onto Crystal Springs (next to     Kingwood United Methodist Church) 


Go to Stop Sign-turn left on Trailwood Village Dr 


Go to Walnut-turn right


Turn Left onto Forest Cove Drive-pass Hamblen


Turn Right onto Marina Drive—pool is on right hand side past community center





Second Way:


Take NorthPark to Loop 494—go left onto 494


Take 494 to very end-pass Lowe’s and McCellan


Road till it curves left—cross over to Hamblen Road- go 3 or 4 miles—turn right onto Forest Cove Dr- take right onto Marina Drive-pool is on right





Parking


Parking is past the pool in a field south of the pool.  Please do not park where cones are or at community center before pool and not at the apartments across from pool.











COACHES CORNER








Well Otters, the unthinkable happened last Saturday.  We lost the coaches relay and the meet.  That is first for this year.  I can’t believe that this is the last ottergram until next year.  I just want to thank all of you for a wonderful season.  To all the parents, thanks for signing your kids up to be Village Otters.  Also, thanks Parents,  for the countless hours of volunteering that you do to make everything run so smoothly.  To all of our “new” otter swimmers I hope that you had fun and will come back next year.  It was so much fun watching so many of you improve your strokes and become “swimmers”.  To all of our “veteran” otters, thanks for coming back year after year and being dedicated to swimming for us.  To all swimmers; tell a friend about our swim team and invite them to join us next year.  We would love to have them.


Finally, I would like to thank the Village Otter Board for being such a wonderful group of people to work with this year.  Most people have no idea all you do to keep this swim team running like a well-tuned machine.  Thanks for taking a chance on me and letting me play a role in such a fine community organization.


So, in closing, I want to see all of you at divisionals this Saturday at Forest Cove for our last competitive meet against all five teams in our division.  We are having a pep rally at Elm Grove Pool at 7:00 pm on Friday for car window painting, toe and finger nail painting (guys, too), a crazy hat contest and more.  Let’s show Division four what it means to be OTTERPROUD!  


				Coach Mark





P.S.  I want to thank Coach Jennifer, Coach Rachele, and Coach Tyson for being the best group of coaches that I have ever worked with.  Thanks for continually teaching me new things about competitive swimming.  You are all Great!!!!


		See more news from the coaches on back…………..	





ATTENTION:  ALL VILLAGE OTTERS & PARENTS





IF YOU MADE A QUALIFYING TIME FOR EITHER


ALL-STARS OR PONDEROSA, YOU WILL NEED TO SIGN UP AT THE T-SHIRT TABLE WE WILL HAVE  THIS SATURDAY, JUNE 21 AT DIVISIONALS. BEFORE THE MEET IS OVER- PLEASE LOOK FOR THE TABLE.  INDIVIDUAL EVENTS FOR ALL-STARS WILL COST $3.50 AND INDIVIDUAL EVENTS FOR PONDEROSA WILL COST $4.00 EACH.  THE RELAYS WILL BE PAID FOR BY THE TEAM.  IT IS VERY CRUCIAL THAT EVERY SWIMMER WHO WISHES TO PARTICIPATE IN EITHER OF THESE INVITATIONAL MEETS PAY YOUR $$ AND GET SIGNED UP BY THIS SATURAY BECAUSE ALL TIMES HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED ON DISK BY SUNDAY AFTERNOON FOR BOTH. 





PLEASE HELP-VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR EQUIPMET SET-UP AT 6 AM AND TAKE DOWN IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS MEET.  CALL MARK SCOTCHMER AT 281-358-9526 OR JUST SHOW UP.





ACTION SPORTS PHOTOS TOOK OVER 2,000 PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE MEET SATURDAY AGAINST THE TRAILWOOD GATORS.  THE PHOTOGRAPHS ARE AVAILABLE A NUMBER OF WAYS:


You can view and purchase the photographs at Action Sports Photos’ web site: � HYPERLINK http://www.asphotos.com ��www.asphotos.com�. Look for “View Photographs” then select “Village Otters vs Trailwood Gators Swim Meet.”


April Leger your team rep, will have a full set of the index prints and order forms.  You can review the photographs, complete the order form and mail it directly to Action Sports Photos of Houston.  We will also be coming to your banquet to take orders.


If you have any questions, you can call Lauren Morton at 281-350-3278. 





Juvenile Diabetes Swim-A-Thon $$ Due








This is just a reminder to turn your money in for the swim along to Cathy Parva by this Friday, June 20 at the Elm Grove Pool during all practices or at the pep rally that night at 7 pm.  This is very important so that we can get the prizes back before the banquet.  If you did not pay a $25 opt out of fee for the fundraiser please submit that fee to Cathy at this time also.


GOOD JOB OTTERS ON A JOB WELL DONE!














Coach Rachele writes:





So far this season the Otters have done such a great job.  Every meet, I have seen more time improvements and better stroke technique.  I am very proud of what we have accomplished this season.  Now we only have divisionals left.  So let’s continue to work hard this week and Get Ready to Swim Fast!  GO OTTERS!





Coach Tyson writes:





Hey Girls & Guys!  This swim season we started out with many new people and I think we have been improving every meet.  We have had some hard practices and we will start bringing the yardage down for our big meets.  It has been a great season and lets end it with a BANG! Good Luck at Divisionals and lets swim fast.  And by the way I have one last cheer  left “OTTERS OTTERS ARE THE BEST!”





Coach Jennifer writes:


Ah, the memories…..swimming for this team was awesome but coaching was a totally different experience.  It’s funny to watch all of the swimmers practice and to look back and realize that I did most of that.  For instance, stopping on the bottom too much, or cheating on warm-ups.  Coaching has been challenging yet a lot of fun.  This team has grown to be full of spirit and support.  I love the dedication that our swimmers have.  The one thing that really grabbed my attention and totally amazed me was how many of you were so dedicated at the swim-a-thon.  The 6 & under group blew my mind whey they barely stopped for rest and the rest of the team swam so strong and tried to get as many laps as possible.  I am very proud of the Otters and I am happy that I got to be a part of the coaching staff for this season!  Good Luck at Divisionals—I can’t wait for all the spirit and fun this meet will bring.  GO OTTERS!





PEP RALLY—FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7 PM AT ELM GROVE—BRING $$ FOR DIVISIONAL T-SHIRTS, ICE CREAM FLOATS AND CANDY AND DON’T FORGET TO BRING OR MAKE A CRAZY HAT—PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED. LOTS OF FUN!





BANQUET-  NEXT WEEK





Mark your calendars for Thursday, June 26th—it is our end of the year banquet. 





We are planning to have a swim party after dinner and the awards ceremony—so bring your swim suits, towels, and lawn chairs.





The swim team will be providing hot dogs & drinks and would like each Village Otter family please bring one lg. side dish, like an appetizer, salad, or a vegetable. 





Pool is Hunters Ridge Pool! From 7 to 10 pm.





SWIM TEAM PHOTOS WILL BE THERE!





YOU MUST TURN IN YOUR SIGNED VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT CARD TO SHAHAB OR CATHY PARVA BY THIS NIGHT TO GET YOUR CHECK BACK!





NEW PRACTICE SCHEDULE





NEXT WEEK—EVERYONE WHO IS GOING TO ALL-STARS AND PONDEROSA WILL BE AT THE ELM GROVE POOL FOR ONE PRACTICE SESSION A DAY—MONDAY THRU FRIDAY—JUNE 23-28 FROM 9:00 TO 10:00 AM





 THE BOARD WISHES TO THANK ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS THIS SEASON!  WE HAD SO MUCH WONDERFUL HELP AND WE REALLY APPRECIATE EVERYONE WHO PITCHED IN AND HELPED SO WILLINGLY—WE HAD MANY WHO ALWAYS WENT ABOVE THE CALL OF DUTY TO HELP US OUT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS—WE THANK YOU!   WE COULD NOT HAVE RUN ALL THESE SUCCESSFUL MEETS WITHOUT YOU!  YOU DID AN OUTSTANDING JOB!  THANKS AGAIN AND AGAIN FOR EVERYTHING!                                                                                                                            
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